Insulin-binding sites in the mouse deferent duct.
In vivo light microscopic autoradiography was used to demonstrate the presence of specific insulin-binding sites in the mouse deferent duct three min after intravenous injection of 125I-insulin with or without excess of unlabeled insulin. The studies showed high specific insulin binding in the endothelial cells of capillaries and certain fibroblasts of the lamina propria. In the epithelium, although the tall columnar cells were free of specific insulin binding, the basal cells had relatively high specific insulin binding. Because the deferent duct has been considered to exert certain effects on sperms, the presence of high specific insulin binding at these sites may provide further support for this concept.